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when the deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday or a federal 
holiday, this amendment is being timely filed. 

Please amend the claim as follows: 
In the claim: 

(Twice Amended) [For use in forming a], A floor assembly 
comprising a plurality of flooring strips, wherein a flooring 
strip comprising; 

a first layer including a first plurality of elongate 
members that are secured together, each of the first plurality 
of elongate members having a grain extending generally in a 
longitudinal direction of the flooring strip; and 

a second layer secured to one face of the first layer, 
the second layer including a second plurality of spaced 
members each having a grain extending generally transversely 
to Che longitudinal direction of the flooring strip.-- 

o 

REMARK iXi 

Claims 1-12 are pending in the Application. By this Amendment, CO 

Applicants have amended claiml . The Amended claim 1 does not 

have any new matters and Applicants respectfully request the ^3 

entry of this Amendment. The Examiner to whom the application 

has been assigned has rejected Claims 1-12. 



Claim Rejectiona - 35 USC § 102 

The Examiner states that Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 are rejected 
under 35 u.s.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by Penland. 

In response. Applicants respectfully traverse this ground of 
rejection. To constitute an anticipation, each and every 
element of the claim must be disclosed in that one reference* 
Orthokinetics, Inc. v. Saftety Travel Chairs, Inc., 1 U.S. P. 
Q 2d 1081 (Fed, Cir. 1985) . As detailed below, none of the 
cited reference describe or enable the presently claimed 
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subject matter* Accordingly, Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 can not be 
anticipated by Pen land. 



claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The Examiner states that Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 
U,S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Penland in view of 
Burlant* Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Penland in view of Chen, Claims 8-12 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Penland in view of Burlant and further in view of Wu. 

It is well established that the Examiner has the initial 
burden under §103 to establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness. In re Qetiker , 977 F.2d 1443, 1445, 24 USPQ2d 
1443, 1444 (Fed. Cir. 1992); In re Piasecki , 745 F,2d 1486, 
1471-72, 223 USPQ 785, 787-88 (Fed, Cir. 1984), It is Che CD 
Examiner's responsibility to show that some objective teaching 
or suggestion in the applied prior art, or knowledge generally 
available in te art would have led on of ordinary skill in the gy^ 
art to arrive at the claimed invention. In the present case, 
the Examiner has failed to provide any objective teaching that 
would lead one of skill in the art to arrive at Che claimed 
invention. Accordingly, the cited references alone or in 
combination thereof can not render the claimed invention 
obviousness . 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATBMBWT 

In accordance with their duty of disclosure under 37 C.P.R. 
§1.56, Applicants would like to direct the Examiner's 
attention to the following reference which is listed on Form 
PTO-1449 (aachibit A) and is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

If a telephone incexrview would be of assistance in advancing 
prosecution of the subject application. Applicants' 



Received from < 7183578615 > at 5>5/(l3 5:01:23 m [Eastern Dayligtit Time] 



mY-05-2003 16:02 FROM:LftW OFFTttS-A. CHAN 71S357B615 TOi^ P. 007^015 

Applicants : ZHAKG, et al « 

0,S, Serial No.: 09/839,078 
Filed I 20 April, 2001 

Page : 4 

undersigned attorney invites the Examiner to telephone him at 
the number provided below. 



No fee is deemed necessary in connection with the filing of 
this Communication. However, if any additional fee is 
required, authorization is given to charge the amount of any 
such fee to Deposit Account No, 50-1891, 



o 



Respectfully submitted, 

CbAx^ v.vi^c^ Vim CJI^ 

Albert wai-Kit Chan 
Registration No. 36,479 
Attorney for Applicants 
World Plaza, Suite 604 
141-07 20*"*" Avenue 
Whites tone, New York: 113 57 
Tel: (718) 357-8835 ^) 
Fax: (718) 357-8615 

E-mail: kitchanlaw®aol , com LiJ 
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